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Southeast Wisconsin businesses, social 
services groups, nonprofits and others have 
answered the call to help others during this 
historic pandemic.

In true Midwest spirit, they are adapting their 
businesses, making financial contributions, 
donating goods and services, manual labor 
and whatever else it takes to keep people 
healthy and safe, or recover to good health, 
and to maintain our economy.

Following are examples of the goodwill that 
companies, organizations and individuals 
are exhibiting in these trying times. (Of 
course, we all have to thank those working 
in health care and first responder roles for 
the unimaginable tasks taken on during this 
health care crisis.)

EmOpti Inc., a Brookfield-based tech company that developed telepresence software to help doctors perform 
an initial, virtual triage of patients to decrease wait times in emergency rooms, is making its technology free 
to health care networks across the country over the next three months. 

Milwaukee-area manufacturers including Husco International Inc., Rexnord Corp. and Briggs & Stratton 
Corp. are joining with educational institutions and local health organizations to form a coalition dubbed the 
Milwaukee MaskForce to produce personal protective equipment during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A group of Milwaukee foundations and organizations, including Herb Kohl Charities, the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation and Brewers Community Foundation, have formed a coalition and already raised $1.2 million to 
help coordinate much-needed resources for the Milwaukee-area during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Master Lock Co., a lock manufacturer based in Oak Creek, is donating one Smart Lock or lock box to health 
care facilities to protect its personal protection and critical equipment during the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Green Bay Packers are putting a total of $1.5 million into relief funds created to support initiatives and 
groups serving Brown County and Milwaukee-area residents impacted by the spread of the novel coronavirus. 

Milwaukee-area newsmakers: How companies are giving back amid the 
coronavirus crisis
By Todd Bragstad - March  27, 2020 12:05 p.m.
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Monterey Mills, a Janesville-based textile mill and supplier of fabrics, and Oak Creek-based Eder Flag, the 
nation’s largest manufacturer of flags and flagpoles, are teaming up to fill the regional and national demand 
for respirator masks. 

Molson Coors Beverage Co. is giving $1 million to the U.S. Bartenders’ Guild to support bartenders and other 
industry professionals impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly with bars and restaurants closing. 
The funds will support workers and their families for necessities including food purchases, rent, and utilities 
and medical bills. 

Racine-based cleaning supplies manufacturer S.C. Johnson & Son Inc. is committing $5 million in products 
and monetary contributions to support public needs during the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more here.

Angelic Bakehouse in Cudahy said it will match every purchase of a new Donate A Loaf product on its website, 
with two loaves then going to Feeding America. The company intends to scale this program over the duration 
of this global crisis and hopes to help up to 20,000 Milwaukee-area families get bread over the next few 
months. To learn more, visit the firm’s website.

Colorful Connections LLC, a Milwaukee-based startup and full-service diversity talent agency, is expanding 
services to support thousands of workers who have been displaced due to COVID-19. The social enterprise 
is connecting any displaced worker with high-demand, trainable roles (i.e., health care support positions, 
cleaners, grocery retail, etc.). Additionally, 100% of profits will be donated to the United Way COVID-19 
Community Response and Recovery Fund. Employers and displaced workers seeking help with job 
opportunities can contact David Brady at David@ColorfulConnections.com or visit ColorfulConnections.com 
for more information.

United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County is accepting the community’s support of its COVID-19 
Urgent Needs Fund, which allows the organization to better meet the increased needs of its nonprofit 
partners. More than 350 individual donors and companies have made contributions to the fund so far, 
including Baird, BMO Harris Bank, Deloitte, 88Nine, GE Healthcare, HSA Bank, Landmark Credit Union, Meijer, 
Northwestern Mutual, UW Credit Union, We Energies Foundation and Weyco. Donations to the COVID-19 
Urgent Needs Fund can be made.

Visit Milwaukee, the area’s travel and tourism bureau, has launched a video put together by its staff to send a 
message of hope and reassurance to its clients, partners and community. 

American Family Insurance and its group companies, along with the American Family Insurance Dreams 
Foundation, recently announced more than $4 million in support for COVID-19 pandemic relief and other 
nonprofit efforts. Additional support from the Steve Stricker American Family Insurance Foundation is 
expected to push the total support to more than $6.8 million.

In addition to American Family Insurance, other group companies involved in the effort include Homesite, The 
General®, Main Street America and CONNECT, powered by American Family Insurance. For more information, 
visit the American Family Newsroom.

Zywave, a Wauwatosa-based insurance technology company, recently launched an online resource center 
for insurance companies and brokers that provides content and resources related to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. The COVID-19 Resource Center includes information to help insurance professionals guide their 
clients in ways that will keep them compliant with state and federal laws and content for human resource 
teams to help their business continue operations, and content for employers to help answer questions from 
employees about COVID-19.
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10 tech companies donate over $1.4 billion to fight coronavirus

They aren’t exactly local, but leading tech companies with a majority based in the U.S. have donated at least 
$1.4 billion toward mitigating the coronavirus, according to data gathered by Learnbonds.com.

Google has donated about $800 million to businesses and health care workers, while Cisco has pledged $225 
million. Social networking platform Facebook has donated $120 million, and the Dell Foundation has pledged 
$100 million. Also, Netflix is offering $115 million in relief funds.

Other companies making large donations include Amazon ($32 million), Samsung ($29 million), Apple ($15 
million), Microsoft ($1 million) and Twitter ($1 million). 

Milwaukee World Festival Inc. has donated critical safety equipment to the Milwaukee Police Department. 
The organization gave 700 Tyvek suits and 200 pairs of shoe coverings to the police department on April 3. 
Milwaukee World Festival, operator of Summerfest, originally purchased the products from one of its vendors, 
Ten2Communications.

Milwaukee World Festival Inc. was made aware of the opportunity to provide a donation after the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The organization then made the purchase to support the Milwaukee Police Department. 
The suits are personal protective equipment and can be used for a variety of purposes relating to COVID-19 
hazardous scenes. 

The National Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Museum in Milwaukee has surpassed $130,000 in donations to 
support the American Hospital Association’s 100 Million Mask Challenge through the sale of Dr. Anthony 
Fauci bobbleheads. Dr. Fauci is one of the lead members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force. In 
less than a week after its introduction, people from all 50 states and over a dozen countries purchased the 
bobblehead honoring Dr. Fauci.

In addition, the Hall of Fame and Museum has unveiled the first bobblehead of Dr. Deborah Birx, the 
coronavirus response coordinator for the White House Coronavirus Task Force often sharing podium space 
with Dr. Fauci during press conferences. The bobbleheads sell for $25, with $5 from each sale donated to 
support the 100 Million Mask Challenge. 

Roundy’s Supermarkets Inc. of Milwaukee, operator of Pick ‘n Save and Metro Market stores, recently donated 
more than $1,500 worth of pet supplies to the Wisconsin Humane Society to support the group’s Pets for Life 
program. Supplies included over 150 packages of dog food, cat food and cat litter. “WHS has been deemed 
an essential organization and the support of the community is needed now more than ever,” said Billy 
Zakrzewski, corporate philanthropic adviser for the Wisconsin Humane Society. 

FASTSIGNS in Glendale recently showed its support of local health care workers by providing 50 meals from 
Milwaukee Brat House-Downtown to emergency room and intensive care unit employees at Aurora Sinai 
Hospital in downtown Milwaukee. “We are proud and thankful for those who are working tirelessly to keep us 
safe,” said Robb Schmit, franchisee at FASTSIGNS. “We wanted to show our support and appreciation for the 
difference these heroes are making in our community.”

Caleres, a portfolio of global footwear brands that include Franco Sarto and Port Washington-based Allen 
Edmonds, is helping address supply shortages and needs of health care workers during the coronavirus crisis. 
Caleres has redirected workers to manufacture thousands of masks per day at its Allen Edmonds factory in 
Port Washington, and deliver to local hospitals in need.
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Caleres also has donated N-95 masks to health care systems and first responders in New York City and St. 
Louis, and has partnered with CROCS to deliver free footwear to health care professionals. The company also 
is donating shoes to the Two Ten Footwear Foundation’s Share Your Shoes campaign drive. 

Milwaukee Pretzel Co. produces heart-shaped pretzel for Feeding America

Milwaukee Pretzel Co. is releasing a one-pound, heart-shaped pretzel with $1 of every order going to Feeding 
America. Co-founder Katie Wessel said the idea came to her and her husband after she was introduced to 
a Facebook group called Heart Hunters with people from around the country sharing positive posts and 
decorating their houses with hearts as a message of positivity and hope. The 12-inch pretzel costs $10 and 
is available with the company’s free home delivery or free shipment across the country. The $1 that goes to 
Feeding America will help provide three meals. Milwaukee Pretzel plans to continue the heart-shaped pretzels 
for at least the next few weeks.

The 10th Annual Milwaukee Day, an April 14 celebration of all things positive in the 414 area code, invites 
residents to patronize and support local neighbors in need. Its organizers have teamed up with Historic 
Milwaukee Inc. to facilitate support for businesses, organizations, venues and individuals affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In lieu of events, the Milwaukee Day website has converted itself to being a resource for members of the 
community to find people and places to help. The Help 414 page lists emergency fundraisers for furloughed 
employees, support networks for artists and performers who have lost work, and nonprofits providing critical 
services to the area’s most vulnerable residents, among others. 

The Milwaukee Bucks have established an Emergency Relief Fund for Fiserv Forum’s part-time employees in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. So far, the Bucks have provided $500,000 in financial assistance to the part-
time employees, with an additional $500,000 forthcoming through the Emergency Relief Fund. As announced 
last month, Giannis Antetokounmpo and Khris Middleton each contributed $100,000, which was followed by 
all Bucks players committing to donate to the relief effort. Bucks ownership is matching all player donations.

The Bucks Emergency Relief Fund will also provide financial relief for part-time employees of Levy, Fiserv 
Forum’s food and beverage provider; ABM, the arena’s housekeeping employer; Reef Parking and SP+, the 
Deer District’s parking partners; and Menominee Nation Arena, home of the Bucks’ G League affiliate, the 
Wisconsin Herd in Oshkosh, during this unprecedented time.

Those interested in donating to the Bucks Emergency Relief Fund can visit Bucks.com/EmergencyReliefFund.

Cousins Subs, based in Menomonee Falls, has launched Cousins Cares ‒ a campaign through which guests 
can pay it forward and order meals to be delivered to essential employees in Wisconsin. Participants can place 
an order for a 20-piece party box for delivery to an essential business in their community. Through April 30, 
participants will receive $15 off their order and will not be charged a delivery fee. To place an order, call or 
visit a participating Cousins Subs location and provide the name, address and phone number of the essential 
business the party box will be delivered to. Online and mobile ordering are not permitted. Each party box 
contains ham and provolone and turkey subs. 

Visit Milwaukee has launched a website to highlight area hotels that are offering discounts to first responders 
and essential personnel on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic. “Our hope is that this website provides 
resources for them to find a safe place to sleep without the risk of bringing the virus home to their loved ones. 
A sincere thank you to our hotel community for meeting this need,” said Peggy Williams-Smith, president and 
CEO of Visit Milwaukee. The website is available here.
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Kaplan Professional is offering free online education and skills development courses to individuals who 
have been furloughed or laid off from their jobs due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Kaplan has created a self-
enrollment portal that will permit individuals to choose from a variety of online training courses that aim to 
help people develop and hone both personal and career skills. More than 30 courses will be available. Access 
the portal here. directly through https://professionalskillsfitness.kaplan.com/. Additional courses will be 
added to the library on an ongoing basis and as demand warrants.

Milwaukee startup firm washbnb launched its wash-and-fold laundry service in February originally designed 
to provide linen and laundry services for Airbnb hosts, but now the owners have shifted gears and are offering 
its services to assist at-risk consumers during the COVID-19 pandemic. By implementing its new services, 
washbnb plans to provide jobs for service industry employees who are currently out of work, including hiring 
people for wash-and-fold laundry and deliveries.

Laundry loads cost $20, and a $10 delivery fee is waived for those who are 60+ or immunocompromised. 
The firm also takes orders from people currently unable to pay and is accepting donations to cover the costs 
of washing those orders. Customers are also able to add tips to be split evenly among all hourly employees. 
Washbnb currently is accepting donations to gofundme.com/f/washbnbCOVID19FUND, or visit www.
washbnb.com.

MKE Tech Hub donates 100 iPads to Milwaukee middle schoolers

The Milwaukee Tech Hub Coalition is providing 100 iPads to Milwaukee Public School middle schoolers to 
help families equip their households with devices that enable online learning for children. The foundations 
of coalition members Northwestern Mutual, Rockwell Automation and Johnson Controls helped secure the 
iPads while Madison-based Cascade Asset Management provided some of the iPad hardware.
Brewers set up $1 million fund to help employees at Miller Park

The Milwaukee Brewers have established a $1 million fund to provide financial assistance to Miller Park 
game day workers who have lost wages due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Six Milwaukee Brewers players and 
announcer Bob Uecker have so far contributed $300,000 to the fund. Ryan Braun was the first to commit 
with a $100,000 gift. Lorenzo Cain, Corey Knebel, Josh Lindblom, Brent Suter and Christian Yelich joined with 
additional pledges.

Discount Ramps, a Germantown-based online retailer of loading, hauling and storage products for 
commercial, industrial and residential applications, is supporting nearby communities of Washington County 
and the greater Milwaukee area by “paying it forward” with distribution of over 2,000 masks that were 
donated by key suppliers.

Focusing on organizations with front line workers, 900 masks were delivered to Froedtert Menomonee Falls 
Hospital, as well as another 400 masks to Children’s Hospital. Also, fire departments in Menomonee Falls and 
West Bend each received 200 masks. In Kewaskum, 100 masks were donated to the police/fire department 
and another 200 to the Kettle Moraine Gardens Nursing Home where they will be distributed among staff and 
residents.

Botanics & Health Inc., the maker of Tru-Releaf CBD lotion in Middleton, plans to donate 25% of its revenue 
to Aurora Health Care in Milwaukee to help support health care workers providing care during the COVID-19 
pandemic. According to Michael Schultz, CEO of Botanics & Health, “As a member of the Wisconsin 
community, we want to support those who provide much-needed care to others. The sacrifice we are making 
financially can’t compare to the sacrifices they are making every day, and we will continue our support until 
the war against this pandemic is over.”
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In early April, WISN 12 and the Hunger Task Force in Milwaukee launched an online food drive to help local 
families impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. As the fundraising campaign continues, the initiative has 
already raised $313,000, which is the equivalent of providing 4,173 boxes of food for Wisconsin families.

WISN 12 and Hunger Task Force are now teaming up with Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin and the state 
Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection to recover and distribute Wisconsin milk to local 
families. Hunger Task Force has committed $1 million dollars to buy back the milk from dairy farmers, and a 
portion of the money raised during the WISN 12 online food drive will be devoted to purchasing the fresh 
milk from area farmers, that will then help feed Wisconsin families. To support the initiative, visit this website 
to make a monetary donation.

We Energies and Wisconsin Public Service recently announced they are contributing $1 million through their 
charitable foundations to help communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. The foundations will provide 
grants to nonprofit organizations supporting front line efforts ̶ primarily hospitals, first responders and food 
pantries.

West Bend Mutual Insurance and the West Bend Mutual Insurance Charitable Trust have announced 
COVID-19 relief efforts to help the greater community. The company said April 8 it was sending one-time $50 
payments to its Home and Highway policyholders and would extend policy due dates for those impacted by 
the crisis. It also gifted each company associate $150 to be donated to a favorite nonprofit or to use toward 
a restaurant carry-out patronage, and for its agents committing to donate $500, the company will pledge an 
additional $2,000.

The company’s charitable trust is awarding grants to more than 20 nonprofit organizations, with Feeding 
America and the Red Cross of Southeast Wisconsin each receiving $50,000. The company’s COVID-19 relief 
efforts so far for associates and charities are close to $750,000 in total.

Susan G. Komen Wisconsin has announced an immediate investment in its commitment to supporting area 
residents dealing with a breast cancer diagnosis during the COVID-19 pandemic. Komen Wisconsin invested 
$200,000 toward its Breast Cancer Assistance Fund, which provides financial assistance for local patients 
dealing with the crippling costs associated with breast cancer treatment. The investment will support the 
men and women who are uninsured or underinsured get the support they need to focus on battling the 
disease in the aftermath of COVID-19.

Nothing Bundt Cakes locations in the Milwaukee area and across the nation are delivering free Bundt Cakes 
to essential workers and are offering guests curbside delivery and pickup. Its local locations are at 18000 W. 
Bluemound Road in Brookfield and 383 W. Brown Deer Road, Fox Point.

To help feed families during the coronavirus crisis, Sargento Foods Inc. is donating $2 million in cheese to 
the Hunger Task Force and its membership organization, the Hunger Relief Federation of Wisconsin. To assist 
families outside Wisconsin, Sargento is providing donated cheese to Feeding America, the largest hunger 
relief organization in the U.S. Sargento, a family-owned cheese company based in Plymouth, is providing 
relief by donating a total of 15.8 million cheese sticks, which can feed more than 1.3 million households across 
the U.S.

Acuity Insurance in Sheboygan is making a special, $300,000 financial contribution equally distributed among 
three area charitable organizations to support COVID-19 relief efforts. The recipient groups include the 
Sheboygan County Food Bank, the Salvation Army and Feeding America.
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Summerfest, Cousins Subs raising money to feed health care workers

Summerfest, Cousins Subs and Disrupt Idea Co. have launched a campaign encouraging the pubic to pay 
it forward with discounted sub sandwiches. From April 20-26, the three organizations are encouraging the 
public to make a donation to Cousins Subs’ Make It Better Foundation. Every dollar raised will be used to 
purchase discounted subs for health care workers on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Cousins Subs, based in Menomonee Falls, is encouraging the public to make a donation at its website. 
Cousins Subs will use funds raised to purchase subs at a 25% discount for Aurora Health Care team members 
during the week of April 27.

Discovery World, the science museum along Milwaukee’s lakefront, is offering a program that for every new 
membership, gift membership or membership renewal purchased while the museum remains closed to the 
public, Discovery World will donate a free membership to the employers of essential service providers. These 
memberships can then be given to employees as a thank you. The memberships will become active on the 
day that the museum reopens.

Roundy’s Supermarkets and Kemps are supporting communities by partnering to provide much-needed 
nourishment to families in need during the coronavirus crisis. Milwaukee-based Roundy’s, operator of Pick ‘n 
Save and Metro Market food stores, is partnering with Kemps to donate 12 pallets of “Giving Cow” shelf-stable 
milk to Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin in Milwaukee. For more information, visit Kemp’s Giving Cow 
website.

The Milwaukee Repertory Theater has partnered with First Stage and Milwaukee Ballet to leverage resources 
to make masks and face shields for frontline workers at Children’s Hospital, Froedert and the Medical College 
of Wisconsin. The organizations so far have donated over 10,000 pieces of PPE with weekly deliveries ongoing 
thanks in part to funding from the Northwestern Mutual Foundation.

Bass Pro Shops founder Johnny Morris is personally donating one million FDA-approved ASTM Level 1 
Procedure Face Masks to health care workers and first responders working on the front lines of the Covid-19 
crisis across the United States. In the Milwaukee area, Crossing Rivers Health and Froedtert Hospital will 
receive 12,000 face masks total. Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s has teamed up with their long-standing partner 
Convoy of Hope on this effort.

West Bend Mutual Insurance Co. partnered with LeadingAge Wisconsin to award Safe Resident Assistance 
Endowment grants to seven long-term care facilities across the state. The grants will be used to purchase 
equipment to more safely and effectively move and lift residents. Such lifts and equipment are integral 
to creating a safe and dignified resident-handling program, especially during these difficult times of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Milwaukee-area facilities receiving grants are the Maplewood Health Center-Village at 
Manor Park in West Allis and School Sisters of St. Francis-Sacred Heart, Milwaukee.

Following matching donations from Milwaukee Bucks player Khris Middleton and the Joseph and Vera Zibler 
Family Trust Fund, the Milwaukee Public Schools Foundation has now raised over $60,000 for its Covid-19 
Relief Fund and Nutritional Support fund for MPS students and families throughout the district.

Middleton and the Joseph and Vera Zilber Family Trust Fund have given $25,000 each to provide MPS 
students with about 2,500 supply kits. Academic kits will include books, arts and crafts supplies, playing cards, 
board games and puzzles. Hygiene kits will include laundry detergent, hand soap and cleaning supplies.



In addition, Boswell Book Co. will provide funding and coordination for an effort to distribute books to families 
in need, while a collaboration between T-Mobile and MPS’ Strategic Partnerships department will distribute 
$5,000 in Walmart gift cards for families at Samuel Clemens School.

Sheet Metal Workers Local 18 and its union employers have teamed up to respond to requests from sewists 
throughout Wisconsin for aluminum nose clips for face masks in response to Covid-19. With over 120,000 
nose clips already cut and being delivered and an additional 150,000 committed, the group anticipates nearly 
300,000 nose clips to be available. Those making masks can request the metal clips by going to www.smart-
union.org and follow the prompts to ActionNetwork.org.

As Covid-19 continues to create many challenges for families and individuals in Milwaukee, the Milwaukee 
Urban League is launching its Munch & Learn initiative, an outreach program that provides Power Paks to 
students and families at Oliver Wendell Holmes School and Auer Avenue School. The Munch & Learn supports 
students and families by providing snacks to fuel student learning at home, along with educational activity 
ideas and vital employment opportunities for the families. Power Pak bags will be distributed as families pick 
up laptops and other school materials needed during the state-sanctioned quarantine due to the ongoing 
pandemic.

Milwaukee-based luxury vacation rental business Poshabodes is supporting frontline workers at Aurora Sinai 
Medical Center with the donation of self-care kits. These kits, which include 15 items and are valued at $150, 
will go to medical staff on shifts in the emergency room, intensive care unit and other areas that work with 
Covid-19 patients. Poshabodes will donate 250 self-care kits to Aurora Sinai Medical Center. The company 
is also providing a second batch of 100 kits that can be purchased by the public for $50. They are available 
online at poshabodes.com/poshcares and are slated to be delivered on May 4.

The Jewish Community Foundation of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation announced plans to distribute 
$250,000 in donor-advised grants to address urgent needs related to Covid-19 in both the Jewish and broader 
communities. The funds are in addition to $175,000 already distributed through the Foundation since the 
crisis began. In total, grants will be awarded to 35 local nonprofits.

The Wisconsin Veterans Chamber of Commerce has raised an additional $10,000 for the COVID-19 Relief Fund 
for Wisconsin Veteran Service Organizations, hitting the mark for an additional $10,000 donation, pledged by 
an anonymous donor as a matching fund. The relief fund was announced by Lift for the 22 and the Wisconsin 
Veterans Chamber of Commerce to raise money for Wisconsin Veteran Service Organizations. All proceeds 
generated from the COVID-19 Relief Fund will be directed to nonprofit social services providing housing, 
health and wellness, and economic empowerment services to veterans, service members and their families.

Takeout COVID has been established to assist Milwaukee-area restaurants and bars that can no longer seat 
patrons due to the coronavirus pandemic. Takeout COVID is a website that lists Milwaukee restaurants and 
bars that are offering food, wine, beer and cocktails for takeout and delivery. more than 600 restaurants and 
bars have registered on the site. 

The Green Bay Packers Give Back COVID-19 Community Relief Fund has awarded a $15,000 grant to support 
Ascension Columbia St. Mary’s Community Services for people who are vulnerable in Milwaukee. The grant 
will support urgent health care for people struggling with homeless issues at Ascension St. Ben’s Clinic and 
help increase service at Ascension Ebenezer Health Resource Center, supporting emergency food, personal 
protective equipment to keep caregivers safe from infection, and transportation for clients in need.
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In efforts to further assist frontline workers in the fight against COVID-19, Foxconn Technology Group has 
donated 100,000 procedural masks assembled in Mt. Pleasant to the state of Wisconsin. According to a 
Foxconn executive, “We will continue to produce tens of thousands of procedural masks for general use by 
medical professionals, law enforcement, pharmacists and caregivers while expanding our efforts toward other 
ways to help.”

Women’s professional association Professional Dimensions in Milwaukee expedited a $50,000 grant from 
its Charitable Fund to the YWCA of Southeastern Wisconsin to support its response to the local challenges 
of Covid-19. The organization said it made the decision to award the funds knowing that the pandemic has 
devastated women and communities of color in Wisconsin and across the nation.

In response to the ongoing Covid-19 crisis, Milwaukee-area businesses have joined together in a campaign 
to help them remain open and offer essential products and services to the community ‒ #OpenforBusiness. 
The initiative uses digital billboards throughout the region ‒ donated by local media partner Clear Channel 
Outdoor ‒ to highlight many of Milwaukee’s familiar stores and brands including Kwik Trip, Sendik’s, Cousin’s 
Subs, A&W Franksville and Taco John’s.

The ad campaigns will run for at least four weeks across Milwaukee and are designed to reiterate that 
essential businesses including restaurants, hospitals, grocery and hardware stores, and pharmacies, many of 
which are small businesses, are at the heart of driving Milwaukee’s economy, and are up and running.

The Zilber Family Foundation is allocating $3 million in emergency funding to address the effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The funds will support organizations in Milwaukee, where the foundation invests the 
majority of its resources, as well as in Hawaii, where it makes more targeted grants. The new grants will 
support general operating expenses for the foundation’s current grantees and immediate response efforts 
to meet the urgent needs of those adversely affected by the pandemic. Interested organizations can find the 
application, including eligibility and funding requirements, at zilberfamilyfoundation.org.

Miller High Life, with extensive operations in Milwaukee, is running a contest for couples whose weddings 
have been disrupted by the coronavirus, according to details MillerCoors recently shared with Marketing Dive. 
The company is offering three engaged couples the chance to win a “Wedding at Your Doorstep.” The prize 
includes an officiant, photographer and beer, as well as $10,000 toward a future honeymoon and canceled 
wedding costs. Couples can enter by writing a short statement (150 words or less) explaining how their 
wedding plans for 2020 changed due to the pandemic, as well as how they still plan to celebrate with Miller 
High Life. Contestants can email their responses and a photo to marryme@millerhighlife.com to enter.

Sojourner, the largest provider of domestic violence prevention and intervention services in Wisconsin, is 
sharing safety resources amid the Covid-19 pandemic. The Milwaukee organization has released a new public 
service announcement video to raise awareness about domestic violence. The group also provides safety 
bulletins available on its website. In 2019, Sojourner served more than 11,800 domestic violence survivors and 
provided more than 15,000 nights of emergency shelter. For more information, visit the Sojourner website 
here, or contact their hotline at 414-933-2722.

The Corners of Brookfield has launched its Caring for Caregivers program, a community initiative to support 
local health care workers at neighboring hospitals by providing them with free meals from Town Center 
restaurant tenants BelAir Cantina, Goddess and The Baker, and FreshFin Poke. To kick off the program, The 
Corners will donate 750 free meals to employees at ProHealth Waukesha, Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital 
and Ascension South East Wisconsin Hospital Elmbrook Campus. Starting May 1, the public is invited to 
donate a $10 meal through the participating restaurant tenants’ websites and The Corners will match up to 
$7,500 in meal donations each week throughout May. S
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Bader Philanthropies Inc. in Milwaukee has provided a $100,000 grant to the IMPACT 211 Crisis Contact 
Center that will allow the center to add staff to serve more people as crisis center calls have doubled during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. This IMPACT grant is a part of a larger effort by Bader Philanthropies to quickly 
help southeastern Wisconsin organizations continue to provide services on the ground in response to the 
pandemic. Bader Philanthropies has funded 35 local organizations for a total of more than $1 million to date.

Since Fiserv Forum began serving as a coordination site for non-surgical face mask assembly kits on April 25, 
nearly 500,000 face coverings are in the process of being assembled. The goal is to make and distribute 2.5 
million face coverings for the medical and nonprofit community as part of the local initiative MaskUpMKE.

MaskUpMKE is seeking more volunteers to assemble the kits. Individuals must visit United Way’s MaskUpMKE 
site to sign up for a volunteer shift and schedule a time to drive to the Fiserv Forum loading dock to pick up a 
box of face covering kits to take home for assembly. (No face covering kits will be distributed to anyone who 
has not registered in advance.) Kits contain instructions and materials to make 700 face coverings. Each face 
covering takes approximately one to two minutes to assemble. Volunteers will return their boxes to Fiserv 
Forum upon completion. Also, individuals looking for masks or face coverings who do not belong to medical 
and nonprofit organizations should call 2-1-1 for more information.

During these unsettling times of the coronavirus pandemic, the United States Army is recognizing members 
of our communities who go above and beyond by serving their community in creative and compelling ways. 
The U.S. Army is sponsoring the “Answer the Call” campaign to recognize individuals who have showcased 
extraordinary action in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Individuals are encouraged to nominate those 
who rise up to “Answer the Call.” The community then votes on those nominated with the top choice 
provided a donation for the continuation of their efforts.

Nominations can be submitted here beginning May 4. Online voting will then take place to select the Army’s 
“Answer the Call” honor recipient. Follow the campaign on Facebook (@GreatAmericanRivalry), Instagram (@
americanrivalry), and Twitter(@americanrivalry) to nominate and vote for your “Answer the Call” candidate.

The Greater Milwaukee Foundation has received a $1 million grant to its MKE Responds Fund from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation as part of the national philanthropy’s $50 million effort to provide humanitarian 
aid to help some of the families and communities feeling the greatest strain under the Covid-19 health 
emergency.

GMF organized and is helping lead a cross-sector coalition to strategically, equitably and rapidly respond to 
the Covid-19 outbreak in the region. The MKE Civic Response Team is developing new systems to identify 
greatest needs, align resources and coordinate relief efforts around the critical and intersecting priorities of 
food, housing/shelter, physical health, mental health, early childhood education and K-12 schools to ensure 
greater Milwaukee’s economic recovery and overall well-being.

Including the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation grant, the fund has now received more than $3.2 million 
in gifts and commitments. To date, the fund has made more than $850,000 in grants to community 
organizations.

Liberty Mutual and Safeco Insurance have announced a $10,000 donation to Sojourner Family Peace Center 
‒ nominated by Nicholas Starr of The Starr Group - as part of an Emergency Community Support Grant
to help independent insurance agents give back to their local community during the Covid-19 crisis. The 
donation will go directly to Sojourner Family Peace Center, a Milwaukee nonprofit dedicated to ensuring the 
safety of victims of family violence and providing a pathway out of violence for victims and abusers through 
opportunities to make positive and lasting changes for themselves and their children.
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The $10,000 donation will assist Sojourner Family Peace Center in addressing the needs of domestic violence 
survivors and their families that will increase with the continuing pandemic. Sojourner will continue to 
provide emergency crisis services such as safety planning, emergency shelter, advocacy and support services 
with an increased attention to cleaning and sanitization to safeguard clients and staff from Covid-19.

In just the first few weeks, more than 2,000 cards and letters have been received as part of Kapco’s Hero 
Mail Call. About half of the letters are being distributed to health care heroes and the balance are given to 
senior citizens who have been isolated as a result of the pandemic. So far, cards and letters have been sent 
in from people throughout Wisconsin and a number of other states. They have been distributed to hundreds 
of senior citizens including the residents of Village Pointe Commons in Grafton, which suffered devastating 
losses due to Covid-19. Advocate Aurora has also distributed Hero Mail Call letters and cards to its health care 
employees.

Kapco, of Grafton, encourages people to create cards or letters for the Hero Mail Call. Dozens of nursing home, 
senior communities and medical institutions have requested letters so thousands of additional letters are 
required to meet the need. Letters can be mailed to

Kapco’s Hero Mail, P.O. Box 1170, Grafton, WI, 53024 or emailed to heromailcall@gmail.com

Gov. Tony Evers recently announced Wisconsin received a donation of 10,000 procedural masks and 1,000 
medical outfits from its sister state of Heilongjiang Province to help grow its supply of personal protective 
equipment (PPE). The state of Wisconsin has had a sister state relationship with Heilongjiang Province, located 
in northeast China, since 1982.

The shipment from Heilongjiang is the latest in a series of PPE donations Wisconsin has received to support its 
Covid-19 response. Organizations that include the Wisconsin Dental Association, WEC Energy Group, Kohler, 
Snap-on Tools, Northern States Power Co., ND Paper, the Wisconsin Humane Society and Foxconn have 
donated equipment such as masks, gloves, face shields and gowns toward the state supply of PPE.

The Milwaukee Repertory Theater has announced the Donald & Donna Baumgartner and Elizabeth Quadracci 
Harned Family Double-Down for Artists Challenge.  Both families are teaming up to match dollar for dollar 
every new or increased gift up to $50,000 providing support to Milwaukee Repertory Theater’s talented artists 
that have been severely impacted by Covid-19.

The funds raised will be used to produce digital and online artistic content through the “Milwaukee Rep: From 
Our Home to Your Home” portal, which employs artists to create direct-to-home programming, including 
high-definition recorded performances, free seminars and workshops by Rep artisans, educational kits for 
children, Wellness Wednesdays focusing on health, and commissioned world-premiere monologues.

Johnson Financial Group said it will donate $200,000 in its Wisconsin and Arizona markets to support the 
United Way and other nonprofit organizations responding to the challenges created by Covid-19. Johnson 
Financial Group, based in Racine, will give $150,000 directly to several nonprofit organizations, while 
matching its employees giving dollar-for-dollar up to another $50,000. Combined giving is expected to 
exceed $200,000.

Johnson Financial is contributing to organizations with a focus on basic needs such as food and housing, child 
care and youth activities, and supporting health care personnel, first responders and their families.

Is your company performing a service to help amid the coronavirus pandemic? Send information to 
tbragstad@bizjournals.com.



April 2020



Press Release 

MILWAUKEE ‒ April 27, 2020 ‒ IMPACT Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse Services, Inc. (IMPACT); a Milwaukee-
based nonprofit with 60 years of experience helping those in personal crises access resources to achieve 
stability; today announced it is adding three employees, two full-time and one part-time, to its 211 crisis 
contact center staff with a grant of $100,000 from Bader Philanthropies, Inc. IMPACT 211 Community 
Resource Specialists connect callers to critical lifesaving services, such as food pantries, income assistance, 
health and mental health care, substance use disorder treatment; as well as coordinate access to emergency 
shelter and other housing resources for those facing homelessness in Milwaukee during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

 During the COVID-19 emergency, crisis calls to the IMPACT 211 contact center have more than doubled. 
Milwaukee County Emergency Management, City of Milwaukee Health Department and United Way of 
Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County are all promoting IMPACT as the place for up-to-date resources, 
including COVID-19 information and assistance.

“The additional staff members will help keep those vulnerable community members safe and healthy by 
accessing their basic needs such as food and shelter,” said John Hyatt, president and CEO of IMPACT. “The 
staff will also help people in need of acute mental health crisis assistance and domestic violence services. We 
are thankful to Bader Philanthropies for providing this grant at a critical time when our community needs us 
the most.”

IMPACT’s role in southeastern Wisconsin’s response to COVID-19 is built on 60 years of experience helping 
those in personal crises access resources to achieve stability, as well as collaborating with community partners 
to foster system improvement. The organization serves the most vulnerable, including the elderly, those 
with health conditions, those that are living in poverty, those that are recently unemployed and who are in 
desperate need of the most basic, life-sustaining needs.

“Those in our community who have been marginalized and are suffering due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
are our primary concern with these emergency funds,” said Daniel J. Bader, president and CEO of Bader 
Philanthropies. “IMPACT’s long-standing expertise in helping those in personal crises access resources to 
achieve stability and its ability to collaborate with community partners will help those most vulnerable. We 
recognize that this is a time when we can make a real difference in the lives of people who need many things, 
including someone who is ready to listen and help alleviate the pressure of today’s reality.”

The IMPACT grant is a part of a larger effort by Bader Philanthropies to quickly help southeastern Wisconsin 
organizations continue to provide services on the ground in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Bader 
Philanthropies has funded 35 local organizations for a total of more than $1 million dollars to date. The 
majority of the grants were paid to the organizations in need within ten days of the request. These grants 
are additional funds and do not impact the rest of the organization’s ongoing grantmaking. The Foundation 
will continue to support organizations throughout the greater Milwaukee area and Wisconsin at its current 
funding level.

IMPACT 211 Crisis Contact Center Increases Staff
By MKE COMMUNITY JOURNAL - April 27, 2020
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Since March 26, Bader Philanthropies has also provided emergency grants to the following organizationsin 
Wisconsin: 4th Dimension Sobriety, Inc.; Alma Center, Inc.; Arts at Large, Inc.; City On a Hill, Inc.; Elmbrook 
Senior Taxi, Inc.; Faith in Action of Marathon County, Inc.; Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, Inc.; Fresh Start 
Learning Inc.; Imagine MKE, Inc.; Islands of Brilliance, Inc.; Jewish Family Services, Inc.; Lutheran Social Services 
of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc.; Meals On Wheels of Sheboygan County, Inc.; Milwaukee Center for 
Independence, Inc.; Milwaukee Rescue Mission; Muslim Community and Health Center of Wisconsin Inc.; 
Neighborhood House of Milwaukee, Inc. (2 grants); Prism Economic Development Corporation (Prism EDC); 
Riverwest Artists Association, Incorporated; Saint Francis Children’s Center, Inc.; Saukville Community Food 
Pantry, Inc.; Shalem Healing, Inc.; Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers, Inc.; Sojourner Foundation, Inc.; 
St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care, Inc.; The Gathering of Southeast Wisconsin, Inc.; The Milwaukee 
Jewish Federation, Inc.; The Parenting Network, Inc.; The Pastime Club, Inc.; TRUE Skool, Inc.; United Methodist 
Children’s Services of Wisconsin, Inc.; Variety ‒ The Children’s Charity of Wisconsin, Inc.; Westcare Wisconsin, 
Inc.; and Wis Hope, Inc.

About IMPACT Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse Services, Inc.

IMPACT Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse Services, Inc. is a private non-profit organization that has served 
southeastern Wisconsin for 60 years. IMPACT helps people take the first step toward changing their life, for 
good. It assesses and guides those experiencing personal crisis toward resources to achieve stability; and 
collaborates with community partners to foster system improvement. It does this through comprehensive 
assessment of complex problems; expert navigation and connection to appropriate resources, collection, 
analysis and interpretation of data, and implementation of research-based planning and process evaluation. 
For more information on IMPACT, visit impactinc.org.

About Bader Philanthropies, Inc.

Milwaukee-based Bader Philanthropies, Inc. is a philanthropic leader in improving the quality of life of the 
diverse communities in which it works. The organization funds innovative projects and programs, convenes 
partners, and shares knowledge to affect emerging issues in key areas. Since its founding in 1992 as the Helen 
Bader Foundation, the organization has committed more than $300 million in grants and program-related 
investments, such as loans and equity investments that advance its charitable mission. For more information 
on Bader Philanthropies, visit www.bader.org.
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Milwaukee-based Bader 
Philanthropies, Inc. has distributed 
$1.4 million in grants to help 
southeastern Wisconsin nonprofits 
provide services on the ground in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Daniel Bader, president and 
chief executive officer of Bader 
Philanthropies, said the foundation’s 
board in March approved $1 million to 
fund the special round of grants. The 
foundation has since exceeded that 
initial allocation by about $400,000, 
he said. 

Since March 26, the foundation has 
distributed funding to about 35 
nonprofits. 

“We wanted to respond in a quick fashion, so we expedited the process so we could get the grants funded 
from about 10 days from when we received (the requests) … which is really good in the foundation world; it’s 
a little bit atypical,” Bader said.

Bader said the grants range “all across the gamut,” from helping elderly residents to providing addiction 
resources to funding youth arts programs. 

“We’ve been … really listening to the nonprofits for what they see are the needs of the community and what 
people are seeking from them, and responding as quickly as we can,” Bader said. 

IMPACT, a Milwaukee-based crisis resource center, for example, is adding three employees to its 211 crisis 
contact center with a $100,000 Bader Philanthropies grant. During the COVID-19 emergency, crisis calls to the 
IMPACT 211 contact center have more than doubled. 

“The additional staff members will help keep those vulnerable community members safe and 
healthy by accessing their basic needs such as food and shelter,” said John Hyatt, president and 
CEO of IMPACT. “The staff will also help people in need of acute mental health crisis assistance and 
domestic violence services.”

Bader Philanthropies distributes $1.4 million in emergency funding for 
nonprofits
By Lauren Anderson - Apr 28, 2020 2:13 p.m.
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Bader Philanthropies grant recipients include: 4th Dimension Sobriety, Alma Center, Arts at Large, 
City On a Hill, Elmbrook Senior Taxi, Faith in Action of Marathon County, Feeding America Eastern 
Wisconsin, Fresh Start Learning Inc., Imagine MKE, IMPACT,  Islands of Brilliance, Jewish Family 
Services, Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Meals On Wheels of Sheboygan 
County, Milwaukee Center for Independence, Milwaukee Rescue Mission; Muslim Community and 
Health Center of Wisconsin, Neighborhood House of Milwaukee, Prism Economic Development 
Corp., Riverwest Artists Association, Saint Francis Children’s Center, Saukville Community Food 
Pantry, Shalem Healing, Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers, Sojourner Foundation, St. Ann 
Center for Intergenerational Care, The Gathering of Southeast Wisconsin, The Milwaukee Jewish 
Federation, The Parenting Network, The Pastime Club, TRUE Skool, United Methodist Children’s 
Services of Wisconsin, Variety ‒ The Children’s Charity of Wisconsin, Westcare Wisconsin, and Wis 
Hope.
While many nonprofits face challenges with decreased donations coming in, Bader said area foundations 
have stepped up during the crisis.

The Greater Milwaukee Foundation has launched its own MKE Responds Fund and the United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee & Waukesha County is raising funds for its COVID-19 Urgent Needs Fund. Milwaukee-based Zilber 
Family Foundation recently committed $3 million in emergency funding to support nonprofit organizations 
as they respond to COVID-19. 

“We’re hearing a lot of concern (from nonprofits)… but from what I hear generally across the board there is a 
lot of hope, a lot of resolve, a lot of determination to figure out how to get through this,” Bader said.
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9:30 p.m.: Brewers give April game ticket 
buyers their options

The Milwaukee Brewers began sending out 
emails Wednesday giving ticket holders their 
options for games postponed through the 
month of April by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Depending on what tickets and ticket packages 
those customers purchased, they were 
given the option of applying them as credits 
for future games this season or in 2021, or 
requesting refunds. Because of the wide range 

of ticket plans, emails were personalized to each buyer’s situation.

Those who purchased tickets at Miller Park with cash can bring them to the stadium box office for exchange 
options when it reopens for business.

Beyond those emails, ticket buyers are expected to hear from sales representatives of the Brewers if they have 
questions about their options. Otherwise, they are encouraged to reach out to the team.

6:45 p.m.: Officials investigate possible outbreak at Wisconsin Dells dorm

Health officials are investigating a possible outbreak of coronavirus cases at a dormitory for international 
student workers in Wisconsin Dells.

The cluster is linked to Hiawatha Residence Hall, which is described on its website as “Wisconsin Dells Premier 
Employee Housing” featuring three-to-four person dorms.

Dan Bullock of Hiawatha Property Management said the facility has been working closely with the Sauk 
County Health Department.

“We’ve made sure they’re safe, they’re housed and they’re fed,” he told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Bullock said a dozen residents have tested positive so far out of the approximately 180 people living there. He 
added that it’s his understanding all of the residents were tested on Saturday.

Blog Recap: Coronavirus updates
By Milwaukee Jouranl Sentinel Staff - April 28, 2020 7:44 a.m.
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6:15 p.m.: UW-Madison announces furlough plan

University of Wisconsin-Madison Chancellor Rebecca Blank said in a letter to employees Wednesday that the 
campus will implement a “graduated, progressive program” of furloughs starting May 15 and going through 
Oct. 31.

The furloughs will be between three and six days over the six-month period, depending on how much 
employees earn. Those who earn more will take more days.

That range will vary for some employees, and other groups ̶ such as student employees ̶ are exempt.

UW-Milwaukee, meanwhile, unveiled more on its furlough plan Tuesday. Most of UWM’s workforce of more 
than 3,700 will end up taking around six to eight unpaid days off before June 30, 2021.

However, employees who cannot work remotely face up to four months without work, as do those who can 
work remotely but are determined to be “performing duties and responsibilities that are not mission critical at 
the present time.”

5:30 p.m.: More than 500 Patrick Cudahy plant workers tested, but number of cases is unclear
A total of 503 workers of the Patrick Cudahy/Smithfield Foods meatpacking plant in Cudahy have been tested 
for coronavirus since last Friday, according to a statement issued by Cudahy Health Officer Katie Lepak.

The statement doesn’t provide the number of tests that returned positive by Tuesday. Neither Lepak nor 
Cudahy Mayor Thomas Pavlic answered a question by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel about what that 
number was. Workers who spoke with the Journal Sentinel estimate that dozens of them may be infected. 
Many of them got tested before last Friday at different medical providers.

Pavlic and Smithfield Foods officials have refused to release the number of confirmed cases at the plant for 
more than a week. Wisconsin Department of Health Services spokeswoman Jennifer Miller said last week that 
they didn’t have that data available.

Lepak said in the statement that the exact number of workers who have tested positive is not yet known. 
Confirmed cases, she said, are reported to the health department in the community where they live. Local 
health departments, she said, are following up with employees and their contacts to stop the spread of the 
illness in the community.

Many of the Patrick Cudahy workers live on Milwaukee’s south side, an area that has seen a spike in cases in 
recent weeks. Others live in South Milwaukee.

The statement comes after the Journal Sentinel repeatedly asked Cudahy’s mayor and Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services about the number of workers infected, and after local officials called for the information to 
be disclosed.

Milwaukee County Supervisors Steve Shea and Sylvia Ortiz-Velez issued a statement on Tuesday calling for the 
City of Cudahy and Smithfield Foods to publicly disclose the information.

“We are in the midst of a public health emergency. People have a right know the truth about what appears to 
be a catastrophic outbreak in the own backyards,” Shea said in the statement.
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The statement says that the city of Cudahy has had 33 positive cases of COVID-19. Lepak didn’t respond to 
questions about whether that number includes just city residents.

4:50 p.m.: Fifth nun at Our Lady of the Angels Convent dies from the coronavirus

A fifth nun at a Greenfield convent has died from the coronavirus, according to the Milwaukee County 
Medical Examiner’s Office.

Sister Bernadette Kelter died Sunday at Our Lady of the Angels Convent at the age of 88, Michael O’Loughlin, 
marketing and communications director at School Sisters of St. Francis, said in an email statement.

News of Kelter’s death comes less than a week after the convent announced a fourth sister, 102-year-old 
Annelda Holtkamp, died from the coronavirus. Holtkamp died April 19.

Deaths reported Wednesday afternoon in Milwaukee County remained at 168, unchanged since the 
county’s morning update. Nearly 2,900 people tested positive in the county, with more than 2,100 of those 
cases within the city of Milwaukee, according to an online dashboard from the Milwaukee County Medical 
Examiner’s Office.

Among the new deaths reported Wednesday by the state: Clark, Door and Grant counties each reported one 
additional death and Kenosha County reported two.

Barring any new orders from the state Supreme Court about Republican lawmakers’ push to overturn the 
current stay-at-home order, Gov. Tony Evers’ administration will march ahead with its plan to begin reopening 
the state when the data show, among other things, a 14-day decline in the percentage of positive tests.

On Wednesday, with 3,326 new tests since Tuesday, 231 of those were positive, or about 7%. That’s a decrease 
from the prior day’s rate of positive tests, which was about 9%. But the rate had increased between Monday 
and Tuesday.

3:15 p.m.: State to provide $140 million in food benefits to students

The families of Wisconsin students who receive free or reduced-price meals at school will receive debit cards 
to purchase nutritious food at grocery stores, the state announced Wednesday.

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services will give $140 million in food benefits to more than 400,000 
children to cover the rest of the school year.

The federal Families First Coronavirus Response Act appropriated the funds to states to address students’ 
nutrition during the pandemic.

Those who already receive food benefits will see the extra funds added to their QUEST cards. Those who 
qualify for free or reduced lunches but don’t receive other state food benefits need to apply for a Pandemic 
Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) card.

The state is working to inform families how to access the funds.

2:50 p.m.: All Costco customers must cover faces

Costco will require all customers to wear a face covering beginning May 4.
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The chain announced the decision Wednesday. The mask must cover a person’s nose and mouth. The rule 
does not apply to children under age 2 and those who have medical conditions that prevent them from 
covering their faces.

2:20 p.m.: Check your bank account for additional unemployment benefit, starting today

The State of Wisconsin said Wednesday it has begun distributing the $600 a week in emergency federal 
unemployment aid.   

Known as Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation, the program provides a temporary emergency 
increase of $600 per week in unemployment benefits for eligible recipients.

“It will take several days to make all payments,” the state Department of Workforce Development said in a 
statement posted on its website. The agency expects payments to be completed by May 8.

The payments are automatic if you have already filed for unemployment benefits, the DWD said. There are no 
additional applications that must be submitted.

The emergency aid payments are retroactive to the week that began March 29.

2:12 p.m.: Owner of Jackson’s Pub won’t open May 1 after all

In a lengthy Facebook post, the owner of Jackson’s Blue Ribbon Pub in Wauwatosa said he won’t be opening 
his restaurant on May 1 as he had originally planned. 

Dan Zierath had planned to open the dining room in defiance of the governor’s safer-at-home order that bans 
dining in at least until May 26. 

“I am very sad to say that we will not be opening up Jackson’s Blue Ribbon Pub May 1. It’s a terrible feeling 
and I feel like I am letting so many people down,” Zierath said in a public Facebook post.

Wauwatosa City Attorney Alan Kesner confirmed that Zierath spoke with his office, and that the City 
Attorney’s Office discussed the different consequences that could occur as a result of the action to defy the 
safer-at-home order. 

“We let him know that his various licenses might be in jeopardy if he had potentially violated the order,” 
Kesner said.

2:05 p.m.: Poverty summit postponed to 2021

The Social Development Commission has postponed its Summit on Poverty until fall 2021. The event was 
originally supposed to take place this September, and a new date will be announced sometime in the future.

George Hinton, SDC president, said in a statement, “the community is in crisis.”

“The coronavirus pandemic has crippled our economy, threatened the health of millions and the future 
remains uncertain,” Hinton said. “We believe at this time  our resources must be used to alleviate the pain and 
suffering in our community.” 
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Hinton said the agency will be focusing on collaborative efforts to help different aspects of the community 
that have been suffering as a result of the coronavirus.

1:27 p.m.: Mayfair mall businesses are now offering curbside pickup

More than 15 businesses at Mayfair mall are now offering curbside pickup options for their customers. 

This comes after Gov. Tony Evers allowed some nonessential businesses in Wisconsin to reopen this week. In 
doing so, he also allowed businesses to offer curbside pickup as well.

Participating businesses at Mayfair have designated pickup locations listed on Mayfair’s website. After placing 
an order, drivers will park in the “Mall Curbside Parking Area” so the store knows their exact location upon 
arrival. 

Curbside pickup is being allowed from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday and from 12 to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, although some businesses have varying hours within that time frame.

12:36 p.m.: Police are issuing citations for violating safer-at-home, though many committed other crimes first

Police in Wauwatosa have given out seven citations to people violating Wisconsin’s safer-at-home order ̶ 
but only after they had been caught committing other crimes. 

This comes one month after the Wauwatosa Common Council adopted two state statutes as local ordinances, 
giving the Wauwatosa Police Department greater leeway to enforce Evers’ order. Those statutes, which could 
result in a $500 fine, went into effect March 25. The safer-at-home order goes until May 26.

“Citizens generally have been cooperative with the police when they’ve come out to investigate a complaint 
or concern related to social distancing,” Wauwatosa City Administrator James Archambo said during an April 
21 common council meeting. “Citations are being issued to people who commit crimes, as they are violating 
safer-at-home orders.”

The City of Brookfield Police Department is also enforcing the order. Police have been called to parks and 
public areas on an almost daily basis. 

On Easter Sunday, Brookfield police were even called to a home after a large group of individuals had 
gathered there. However, officers left after they made sure that proper social distancing was being practiced
.
10:48 a.m.: Gas prices remain steady 

Gas prices in Wisconsin remain the cheapest in the country, data from AAA shows, as demand remains low 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

The Wisconsin average for a gallon of gas is $1.23. The next cheapest state is Oklahoma, which has an average 
price of $1.37.

Four stations in Wautoma are charging $0.91 per gallon for regular unleaded gas, per price tracking site 
GasBuddy. The Costco locations in Pewaukee and Menomonee Falls, charging $0.94 per gallon, are the 
cheapest stations in the Milwaukee area.
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7:43 a.m.: Four more deaths reported in Milwaukee County

Milwaukee County reported four more deaths caused by COVID-19 between Tuesday afternoon and 
Wednesday morning, bringing the death toll to 168.

The county also reported 19 new cases, 16 of which were in the city of Milwaukee. The countywide case load 
now sits at nearly 2,800, according to the county’s online dashboard.

Virtually unchanged since Saturday, 164 coronavirus patients are currently hospitalized, according to the 
dashboard. About 26% of the county’s ventilators are in use, while 58% of beds in intensive care units and 
59% of floor beds are occupied.

TUESDAY, APRIL 28

7:20 p.m.: Officials warn of coronavirus-related student loan scams

The state Department of Financial Institutions is warning student loan borrowers against scams related to the 
federal deferment of their student loans.

Under the CARES Act, borrowers of federally-held student loans will receive an interest-free forbearance on 
their payments for six months, retroactively from March 13 until September 30. Forbearance does not mean 
the payments are forgiven, just delayed.

The payments will be suspended automatically by loan servicers. Borrowers can still make voluntary payments 
while in forbearance. 

Borrowers should be aware of potential scams associated with the forbearance, Lara Sutherlin, an 
administrator in the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection said in a statement 
Tuesday. 

“All eligible federal student loans are automatically enrolled; borrowers should not be asked, nor should they 
pay a fee for anything related to their federal student loans at this time,” Sutherlin said.

“Often student loan scams are robocalls or text messages asking borrowers to call them back in order to 
get more information on how these measures will impact their future payment obligations. If this happens, 
borrowers shouldn’t answer or return these requests,” Sutherlin said.

Privately held federal student loans, like some Stafford loans and PLUS loans, and loans held by universities, 
like Perkins loans, may not qualify for forbearance under the CARES Act. Private loans also do not qualify.

Borrowers can call their loan servicer for more information. A list of loan servicers is available online at 
studentaid.gov. Students can call the federal student aid information center at 800-433-3243 for help finding 
out who their servicer is.

College students who are enrolling in college for the 2020-2021 school year should still apply for state and 
federal grants and scholarships and fill out their FAFSA as soon as possible.

For more information on coronavirus-related student loan forbearance, visit studentaid.gov/announcements-
events/coronavirus.
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6:30 p.m.: Milwaukee ICU nurse gets a video call with Joe Biden

For Monica Watry, it was “amazing” to be heard.

Watry, who works as an ICU nurse in downtown Milwaukee, said she was getting ready for another long shift 
at the hospital Friday when she got a Zoom call from Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden.

“He was so compassionate and so caring and just really, really took the time to listen,” Watry said. “We video 
chatted for over 45 minutes, and then he called my cellphone right afterwards and talked to my kids and 
talked to my husband, and he just really took the time to hear us.”

Watry said Biden listened as she talked about the stress and fear facing her and other health care workers as 
they cope with an onslaught of coronavirus patients and deaths, and the toll her long hours at work has taken 
on her family.

“I admire the hell out of what you’re doing,” Biden told her during the chat.

4 p.m.: 150 Wisconsin National Guard members return home from Afghanistan

Roughly 150 members of the Wisconsin National Guard 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry Regiment have been 
welcomed back after a 9 month deployment in Afghanistan.

Maj. Gen. Paul Knapp, Wisconsin’s adjutant general, spoke to reporters on Tuesday and said the return is not 
related to the coronavirus and is part of a planned draw down from the country. None of the 150 members of 
the guard tested positive for the coronavirus.

Knapp said the soldiers were flown on a charter airplane to Fort Hood, Texas where they were quarantined for 
two weeks and also did their demobilization process. 

“They then flew another charter aircraft from Fort Hood, Texas to Minneapolis (on Monday) where we were 
able to meet them and welcome them home, unfortunately we couldn’t have their families there at the 
reunion,” Knapp said. “But we put them on buses that took them all over the state to their nearest armory 
where they were able to meet their families.”

3:39 p.m.: State still seeking those who can serve as contact tracers

The state has 249, or nearly 25%, of the 1,000 contract tracers it wants to deploy in the field to identify the 
potential outbreaks of the coronavirus, according to state officials.

Wisconsin Department of Health Services Deputy Secretary Julie Willems Van Dijk said on a call with reporters 
on Tuesday aside from those already trained, there are 78 more that are being onboarded and 50 that are 
going to start training this week.

Willems Van Dijk said the state is currently testing about 11,000 people per day and of that number roughly 
10% are positive.

Willems Van Dijk said if the state conducts 85,00 tests per week with that 10% positive rate, the state would 
need to interview 8,500 people.
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“And if each of them has five contacts, that’s another 42,500 people to call,” Willems Van Dijk said. “This is a 
ferocious little virus and it is very infectious. We anticipate that we will continue to see the spread of this virus, 
especially when people are in situations where people may be working closely together.”

Willems Van Dijk said the state is in the process of contacting everyone who has had a test to let them know 
that they should isolate themselves until they get the results of the test and if it is positive they should remain 
isolated until they are symptom free for at least three days.

She added it takes a few days for the state database to be updated which means contact tracers aren’t making 
calls until as many as five days after a person was tested. 

When it comes to hiring contact tracers, Willems Van Dijk said the state normally looks for someone with 
a public health background, “but very quickly we’re helping lots of people across the state become public 
health practitioners.”

“We really want people who are good with people, who can conduct an interview in a way that can be 
meticulous in terms of data collection,” Willems Van Dijk said. “We also need people with a sense of empathy. 
This is not an easy job right now. Think about a contact tracer who is calling someone five days after a test and 
that person may be very ill... sometimes you’re calling someone who has been a contact to someone who has 
had COVID-19 and died.”

Willems Van Dijk said contact tracers also have access to various social services to help those they contact 
with additional resources.

3:18 p.m.: MLB cautiously optimistic about late-June start in empty stadiums

Major League Baseball officials have become cautiously optimistic this week that the season will start in late 
June, and no later than July 2, playing at least 100 regular-season games, according to three executives with 
knowledge of the talks. They requested anonymity because the plan is still under consideration.

And not only would baseball be played, but it would be played in their own major-league ballparks, albeit 
with no fans.

Leagues, and realign the divisions based on geography.

MLB is considering a three-division, 10-team plan in which teams play only within their division ‒ a concept 
gaining support among owners and executives. It would abolish the traditional American and National 
Leagues, and realign the divisions based on geography.

2:52 p.m.: Wisconsin experiences largest single-day total of virus-related deaths since April 4

Three hundred Wisconsinites have now died as coronavirus cases continue to pick up in the state, with a new 
total of 6,289 confirmed cases as of Tuesday afternoon. 

That’s an increase of 19 deaths, the state’s largest one-day increase since April 4. One of those deaths was in 
Brown County, the location fastest-growing coronavirus outbreak in Wisconsin, linked to three meatpacking 
plants, continued to climb Tuesday. 

Data showed an increase of 208 positive cases statewide since Monday. Now, more than 63,500 people have 
tested negative for the virus. 
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Increasing case numbers are little surprise to state public health officials who have said that expanded testing 
capabilities will yield more cases. The state has run, on average, 2,663 tests per day in the last five days, an 
increase from weeks prior when labs were running fewer than 2,000 tests a day.

2:47 p.m.: More than 200 businesses express support for stay-at-home order

More than 200 businesses, government officials, health care workers and organizations have signed onto a 
letter supporting Gov. Tony Evers stay-at-home order. 

The group includes local companies, nonprofit organizations, religious groups, labor unions, and various local 
and state officials.

“Without Safer at Home, our first responders would be at higher risk, we would endanger vulnerable 
Wisconsinites and, in the end, slow down our economic recovery,” they wrote in the April 23 letter. “As 
business, community and labor leaders, health professionals and elected officials, we agree that limiting the 
spread of the virus must be our first priority.”

This letter was sent to Evers, and both houses of the state Legislature.

12:47 p.m.: Brown County COVID-19 cases continue to climb
The fastest-growing coronavirus outbreak in Wisconsin continued to climb on Tuesday as officials reported 
913 confirmed cases in Brown County.

The county also reported its third death from COVID-19, although authorities released no details about the 
patient. The two previous victims were a 58-year-old man and 56-year-old woman, both of whom died earlier 
this month.

Thirty-five people are hospitalized with the virus in Brown County, a spike from previous daily reports that 
numbered in the 20s.

In addition to the 913 county residents with the virus, seven members of the Oneida Nation tested positive.

12:27 p.m.: New PSAs released to raise awareness of domestic violence during COVID-19

Sojourner Family Peace Center in Milwaukee released new public service announcements Tuesday to 
encourage domestic violence survivors and their families to seek help and support during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The two videos, one 30 seconds and the other a minute, illustrate the fear and isolation of being trapped 
indoors with an abusive partner.

“We want survivors to know they’re not alone ‒ and that hope and help are both available,” said Sojourner 
President and CEO Carmen Pitre in a news release.

The killing of five people in a domestic-violence related homicide Monday shows how urgent the situation is, 
she said.

“People’s lives are in danger,” Pitre said. “We need the public to know we’re still here to help ‒ and to reach 
out.”
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Although Milwaukee police and the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office have seen an increase in 
reports of domestic violence, hotlines run by advocacy organizations across the state have seen a stagnant or 
declining number of calls.

The National Domestic Violence Hotline has not experienced a significant spike and said that is not surprising, 
given that survivors likely are in closer proximity to their abusers for longer periods of time, making it less safe 
to reach out.

From March 16 to April 26, 4,449 survivors who called the national hotline cited COVID-19 as a condition of 
their experience, according to a news release issued Tuesday.

In the past, the hotline has seen a call volume spike after natural disasters, such as earthquakes, once life 
begins to return to normal and people felt safe enough to call for help, the release stated.

The National Domestic Violence Hotline can be reached anytime at 1-800-799-7233. Sojourner offers a 24/7 
hotline at (414) 933-2722 and provides safety planning resources online at www.familypeacecenter.org. For a 
full list of Milwaukee-area domestic violence resources.

11:47 a.m.: Bader Philanthropies provides $1 million in grants to Milwaukee organizations

Bader Philanthropies, a community-oriented Milwaukee-based nonprofit, has provided $1 million in grants to 
local organizations supporting residents in need since March 26.

“Those in our community who have been marginalized and are suffering due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
are our primary concern with these emergency funds,” said Daniel Bader, president and CEO of Bader 
Philanthropies.

Impact 2-1-1, an organization which connects residents to food, health, childcare and other resources 
throughout the city and state, was one of the grant recipients, receiving $100,000 from Bader Philanthropies. 
Since the pandemic hit Milwaukee, Impact has seen calls double and even triple on some days. John Hyatt, 
Impact’s president and CEO, said the funds will be used to add three staff members to keep up with demand.

Other organizations that have received grants from Bader Philanthropies include the Milwaukee Rescue 
Mission, TRUE Skool, Imagine MKE, City On a Hill, Alma Center, Jewish Family Services, Sixteenth Street 
Community Health Centers, Inc. and The Gathering of Southeast Wisconsin.

9:05 a.m.: Gov. Evers re-opening 34 state parks under special conditions

Gov. Tony Evers has directed the Department of Natural Resources to re-open 34 state parks and forests on 
Friday under special conditions.

The openings come with attendance capacities and reduced daily hours, while facilities like public restrooms, 
shelters and playgrounds will remain closed.

The list of reopening parks includes popular destinations such as Devil’s Lake, the Kettle Moraine Southern 
Unit and Whitefish Dunes.

“With a few adjustments, like closing one day a week for maintenance and reduced hours of operation, folks 
should be able to get outside and enjoy our parks safely and respectfully,” Evers said in a statement.
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7:45 a.m.: City of Milwaukee reaches 2,000 cases of virus

The city of Milwaukee reported 11 new coronavirus cases between Tuesday morning and Monday afternoon, 
sending the citywide caseload over the 2,000 mark.

Across the county, 16 new cases were reported, totaling 2,708, while the city total now rests at 2,002 cases, 
according to the county’s online dashboard.

Six more deaths were also reported Tuesday morning, totaling 162 in the county.

As of Monday, countywide hospitalizations for COVID-19 remained at 161, virtually identical to the previous 
two days. That number has steadily trended down since April 12, when 267 people were hospitalized, 
according to the dashboard.
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MILWAUKEE ̶ A $100,000 grant from Bader 
Philathropies, Inc. is allowing IMPACT Alcohol & 
Other Drug Abuse Services, Inc. (IMPACT) to add 
three employees to its 211 crisis contact center 
staff.

IMPACT 211 Community Resource Specialists 
connect callers to critical lifesaving services, like 
food pantries, income assistance, health and 
mental care, substance use disorder treatment, as 
well as coordinate access to emergency shelter 
and other housing resources for those facing 

homelessness. During the COVID-19 emergency, crisis calls to the IMPACT 211 contact center have more than 
doubled, making an immediate need for additional support to help keep vulnerable community members 
safe and healthy.

The IMPACT grant is part of a larger effort by Bader Philanthropies to quickly help southeastern Wisconsin 
organizations continue to provide services on the ground in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Bader 
Philanthropies has funded 35 local organizations for a total of more than $1 million to date.

$100K grant allows IMPACT 211 crisis contact center to increase staff to 
better serve public
By FOX 6 News - April 29, 2020 11:02 a.m.
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IMPACT Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services 
(IMPACT) announced on April 27 that it was adding 
three employees, two full-time and one part-time, 
to its 211 crisis contact center staff, as the result of a 
grant from Bader Philanthropies for $100,000.

IMPACT 211 Community Resource Specialists connect 
callers to critical lifesaving services, such as food 
pantries, income assistance, health and mental health 
care, substance use disorder treatment; as well as 
coordinate access to emergency shelter and other 
housing resources for those facing homelessness in 
Milwaukee during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The additional staff members will help keep those 
vulnerable community members safe and healthy by accessing their basic needs such as food and shelter,” 
said John Hyatt, president and CEO of IMPACT. “The staff will also help people in need of acute mental health 
crisis assistance and domestic violence services. We are thankful to Bader Philanthropies for providing this 
grant at a critical time when our community needs us the most.”

During the COVID-19 emergency, crisis calls to the IMPACT 211 contact center have more than doubled. 
Milwaukee County Emergency Management, City of Milwaukee Health Department and United Way of 
Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County are all promoting IMPACT as the place for up-to-date resources, 
including COVID-19 information and assistance.

The Milwaukee-based nonprofit’s role in southeastern Wisconsin’s response to COVID-19 is built on 60 years 
of experience helping those in personal crises access resources to achieve stability, as well as collaborating 
with community partners to foster system improvement. The organization serves the most vulnerable, 
including the elderly, those with health conditions, those that are living in poverty, those that are recently 
unemployed and who are in desperate need of the most basic, life-sustaining needs.

“Those in our community who have been marginalized and are suffering due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
are our primary concern with these emergency funds,” said Daniel J. Bader, president and CEO of Bader 
Philanthropies. “IMPACT’s long-standing expertise in helping those in personal crises access resources to 
achieve stability and its ability to collaborate with community partners will help those most vulnerable. We 
recognize that this is a time when we can make a real difference in the lives of people who need many things, 
including someone who is ready to listen and help alleviate the pressure of today’s reality.”

IMPACT 211 CRISIS CONTACT CENTER RECEIVES GRANT TO EXPAND STAFF AND 
SERVICES DURING PANDEMIC
By Milwaukee Independent Correspondent - May 2, 2020 
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The IMPACT grant is a part of a larger effort by Bader Philanthropies to quickly help southeastern Wisconsin 
organizations continue to provide services on the ground in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bader Philanthropies has funded 35 local organizations for a total of more than $1 million dollars to date. The 
majority of the grants were paid to the organizations in need within ten days of the request. These grants are 
additional funds and do not impact the rest of the organization’s ongoing grantmaking. The Foundation plans 
to continue supporting organizations throughout the greater Milwaukee area and Wisconsin at its current 
funding level.
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On average, IMPACT 211, the nonprofit 
resource center for those in need, receives 
about 500 calls a day, but in the past few 
weeks under quarantine those numbers have 
skyrocketed.

John Hyatt, the president and CEO of 
IMPACT, estimated that under the current 
circumstances the center receives 1,500 calls a 
day.

IMPACT serves the vulnerable population 
in Milwaukee, Kenosha, Racine, Ozaukee, 
Washington, Dodge, Jefferson and Walworth 
counties. Those in need can be connected 
to essential services including food pantries, 

housing resources, mental health care and more simply by calling or texting 2-1-1.

IMPACT, like the majority of organizations throughout the country, were forced to adjust after the stay 
at home order forced many workers to work from home. Hyatt noted that IMPACT had tried having its 
employees work remotely a few months prior to the shutdown. While IMPACT was up and running within 10 
days, Hyatt said the shift from an office to the home is easier said than done.

When someone connects with 2-1-1, the person on the other end of the line is not just listening to that 
person but entering information and finding the best way to help out. IMPACT employees are accustomed to 
working with two monitors and the lack of equipment has created a hindrance.

Hyatt added that callers are often “emotionally high jacked” and that dealing with the high volume of callers 
has been emotionally taxing on some employees.

“The curve might be flattening but the panic, fear and anxiety of callers is not,” he said. “We always try to be 
the calm, caring and reassuring voice on the end of the line.”

But lately, things have started to look up. IMPACT recently received a grant totaling $100,000 from Bader 
Philanthropies.

According to the press release, Bader Philanthropies has provided funding for 35 local organizations including 
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, Imagine MKE, Sojourner Foundation and many more.

IMPACT 211 Receives Grant to Continue Serving the Community
By Ana Martinez-Ortiz - May 2, 2020
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“It really was and still is amazing how the community pulled together,” Hyatt said.

Through the grant, IMPACT has been able to hire several employees and is looking to purchase additional 
equipment. IMPACT is also working with other organizations such as United Way and Team Rubicon to train 
additional volunteers and respond to the critical needs of the community. Last month, it partnered with Lyft 
to provide rides to those in need.

Hyatt said the call data shows that the majority of calls continue to come from the underserved and low-
income communities.

“We’re all in this together, but we’re not all in this together equally,” he said, explaining that data shows callers 
are in search of basic needs.

Food is at the top of the list, Hyatt said, noting that the number of calls for those seeking mental health care 
has also risen.

While the IMPACT team is working hard to do all it can right now, Hyatt is also looking ahead at what is to 
come.

The quarantine will leave many traumatized, Hyatt noted, adding, “Once you’ve been traumatized you never 
go back.”

“We still don’t know when the end is in sight, this is still the storm, it’s not settled down yet,” he said.

He hopes that people continue to reach out if they are in need, but he also hopes people have a better 
understanding of what it is like to be in a vulnerable situation. Hyatt said that he hopes people have more 
patience and are more tolerant, and that that mindset becomes the new normal.
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Here are notable new grant awards specifically for the Covid-19 outbreak, compiled by the Chronicle:

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

$50 million to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to provide Covid-19 vaccines to people in lower-income countries. 
This additional commitment passes the $300 million mark in total giving from the foundation for the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Humana Foundation

$50 million commitment to organizations that support essential workers, food security, behavioral health, and 
communities disproportionately affected by the coronavirus crisis. Of the pledge, $34 million has been paid 
to frontline organizations that include the American Nurses Foundation, the Center for Disaster Philanthropy, 
Feeding America, Meals on Wheels, the National Domestic Workers Alliance, Share Our Strength, and 
Volunteers of America.

JPMorgan Chase

$50 million to the Grow America Fund, a community development financial institution that will make low-cost 
loans to small businesses in communities suffering from financial hardship following the Covid-19 pandemic.

Avast Foundation
$25 million to global science and technology programs to help combat the novel coronavirus through testing, 
research, and vaccine development. The commitment includes $12 million to the Covid-19 Therapeutics 
Accelerator.

TD Bank Group

$25 million commitment to create the TD Community Resilience Initiative, through which the bank will make 
grants to strengthen communities in the United States and Canada that have been harmed by the pandemic. 
Among the grants already announced are $1 million each to the National Association of Community Health 
Centers, in Bethesda, Md., and the Canadian Association of Community Health Centres, in Toronto.

TikTok and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

$20 million to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to support its response to the Covid-19 pandemic in lower-income 
countries in Africa. The social-media company has given $10 million, which the Gates Foundation matched.

New Grant Commitments for Covid-19 Relief
By M. J. Prest May 5, 2020
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Black Entertainment Television

$15.2 million to United Way Worldwide to support the work of local United Ways in Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit, 
Los Angeles, New Orleans, and New York. The donation will support relief services to African American 
communities, including efforts to relieve food insecurity and severe economic distress.

Morgan Stanley

$15 million to create the Morgan Stanley Covid-19 Hunger Relief Campaign, through which the bank will 
match employee donations to the campaign. This builds on the company’s previous commitment of $10 
million for coronavirus relief.

M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust

$14.7 million through 145 grants to address the pandemic in the Pacific Northwest.

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative

$13.6 million commitment to the University of California at San Francisco, Stanford University, and the Chan 
Zuckerberg Biohub for a large-scale research collaboration. It will conduct studies that will sample a broad, 
representative population of the Bay Area and use that data to inform policy decisions about how to safely 
reopen California’s economy before a vaccine is available.

Arnold Ventures

$10 million toward its response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The grant maker is committing $1.2 million to local 
efforts in Houston, as well as $2 million to support Fast Grants, a new group that offers expedited funding 
opportunities to scientists who are working on Covid-19-related projects.

Episcopal Health Foundation

$10 million commitment to nonprofits and organizations that are addressing the long-term effects of the 
Covid-19 crisis on the most at-risk communities across Texas.

Goldman Sachs

$10 million to the New Jersey Economic Development Authority to provide loans for small businesses in New 
Jersey.

Intercontinental Exchange

$10 million to 41 recipients in the areas where the global financial company does business. Some of the U.S. 
organizations that have received grants include the Atlanta Partners for Education, the Atlanta Community 
Food Bank, the Boston Foundation, the Greater Chicagoland Food Depository, the New York Community 
Trust, and the NYPD Foundation, as well as the National Emergencies Trust (United Kingdom) and Telangana 
CM Relief (India).
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W.M. Keck Foundation

$10 million in grants for coronavirus research and emergency relief efforts. The grants include $4 million to 
the University of Southern California’s Keck School of Medicine Covid-19 Research Fund; $2 million to the 
University of California at Los Angeles’s W.M. Keck Foundation Covid-19 Research Fund; $1 million jointly 
to the City of Los Angeles’s L.A. Emergency Covid-19 Crisis Fund and the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education’s COVID-19 Education Response; and another $3 million to charities in Southern California.

Chicago Covid-19 Response Fund

$8.8 million to 140 organizations working in emergency food and supplies, health services, and direct 
financial assistance to people in the Chicago area in its first two rounds of grant making. The fund is a joint 
project of the Chicago Community Trust and United Way of Metro Chicago.

Verizon

$7.5 million to the Local Initiatives Support Corporation to create the Verizon Small Business Recovery Fund. 
The fund has already given grants to 225 small businesses in its first round of grant making, primarily to 
businesses owned by minorities and women.

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

$6.5 million in additional emergency grant funding. Of the new grants, $4.5 million went to nonprofit groups 
in Chicago, Hawaii, New York City, northeastern Pennsylvania, and San Francisco; $1 million was awarded 
to the newly created Covid-19 Response Funding Collaborative of Greater Baltimore; and $1 million is 
supporting charities in Israel. The foundation has made a total of $10.5 million in Covid-19 grants to date.

Spartan Mosquito

$3 million to support 150 small businesses that sell home-improvement supplies and animal feed in 
communities across the country.

Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

$2.9 million in additional emergency grants. The donations include $2.5 million shared among six hospitals 
and hospital systems in Arizona’s Maricopa County as they respond to the Covid-19 health crisis, and $350,000 
to the new Arizona Covid-19 Community Response Fund. Since March 30, the Piper Trust has awarded $9.2 
million in rapid-response grants.

Edward W. Hazen Foundation

$2.8 million in rapid-response grants to 24 organizations that are ramping up programs to serve communities 
of color working in educational equity and racial justice during the pandemic.

Hancock Whitney

$2.5 million commitment to nonprofit groups in the Gulf South region. The pledge includes $1 million to 
restock local food pantries in Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and Texas.
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SECU Foundation

$2.5 million to the North Carolina Healthcare Association Foundation for statewide efforts to provide relief to 
health-care and human-services organizations that are assisting the medical community during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Heinz Endowments

$2.3 million in a second round of emergency grants to frontline nonprofit groups in Pittsburgh. The grants 
include $250,000 to Allegheny Health Network to support the operations of mobile testing units that will 
travel to underserved communities and test patients for Covid-19.

Angel Soft

$2 million partial challenge grant to #GiveTogetherNow, a rapid-response emergency fund that will provide 
direct cash assistance to families facing financial hardship during the pandemic. The toilet-paper brand has 
given $1 million outright and will match another $1 million in public donations to the fund.

Mind Trust

$1.5 million through its Indianapolis E-Learning Fund for public-school districts and public charter schools to 
purchase technological devices and internet connectivity for students and families in Indianapolis.

Ross Stores and the Ross Stores Foundation

$1.5 million to local and national organizations that are providing essential Covid-19 relief services, including 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and First Book.

Bader Philanthropies

$1.4 million to 35 nonprofit groups in southeastern Wisconsin that are providing services in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Entergy Corporation

$1.3 million to United Way and other nonprofit partners that are addressing urgent financial and food needs 
in Arkansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, New York, and Texas.

New York Foundation for the Arts

$1.3 million for an emergency grant program to give economic relief to nonsalaried visual artists in New York, 
Connecticut, and New Jersey. The fund was created with donations from the Willem de Kooning Foundation, 
the Helen Frankenthaler Foundation, Teiger Foundation, and the Cy Twombly Foundation.

Presser Foundation

$1.3 million in capital and general operating grants to 85 music organizations in the Philadelphia 
metropolitan area that have had to cancel performances and programs during the pandemic.
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Binance Charity and Integro Foundation

$1 million for the Crypto Against Covid campaign to support relief efforts in Puerto Rico and throughout the 
Caribbean.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas

$1 million to the Texas Restaurant Association Education Foundation for its TX Restaurant Relief Fund, which 
will give financial assistance to independent restaurant owners and their employees who are unable to work 
during the pandemic.

Bonfils-Stanton Foundation

$1 million to create the Covid-19 Arts & Culture Relief Fund, in partnership with the Denver Foundation.

Genesis Prize Foundation

$1 million to 15 organizations in New York and Israel that are working to alleviate the effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic. The funding came from Natan Sharansky, an Israeli human-rights activist, who won a $1 million 
Genesis Prize in December and has redirected his prize money to these organizations.

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

$1 million to the Flamboyan Arts Fund to mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on arts and culture 
organizations in Puerto Rico. The program has received additional support from Broadway Cares.

NISA Investment Advisors

$1 million to create the NISA Charitable Fund, a donor-advised fund at the St. Louis Community Foundation. It 
will make relief grants to nonprofit groups and communities in the St. Louis metropolitan area who have been 
disproportionately affected by the pandemic.




